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Issues and solutions

These are just a few of the many issues
that were rectified.

1. The replication needed more than the
estimated maximum bandwidth on the
link, this lead to snapmirror lagging back
by a few days for each volume. This
means the data on the DR site was older
than production site by a few days (high
RPO)

Solution:

We enabled dedupe on all source
volumes and changed the original NetApp
snapmirror replication design to use
Volume snapmirror (VSM) instead of
Qtree snapmirror (QSM). This led to
dedupe savings being passed to
replication traffic savings. Replication
traffic came down by 30%.

We also changed esxpress settings to
daily DELTA backups and to take FULL
backups only when DELTA backup differs
by 60% or every 2 months. This reduced
the load of monthly FULL backups of
virtual machines clogging the link around
the same dates.
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